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If the Gospel be hid,  
it is hid to them that are lost.   

In whom the god of this world hath blinded 
the minds of them which believe not…    

2Cor 4:3-4a 
 
Many lost souls live in countries considered 
Christianized or evangelized, but almost 2 
billion people live in unreached countries.  
Most of the unreached are located in North 
Africa, the Middle East, and Asia where Sa-
tan’s stronghold is wrapped in the religions of 
Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism.   

This concentration of unreached people live 
in a narrow band between the northern lati-
tudes of 10 degrees and 40 degrees that has 
been termed the “10-40 Window”.  

Studies indicate that while 90% of all un-
reached people groups lie within the 10-40 
Window, among independent Baptists, less 
than 1% of their total missions giving targets 
this area. 
 
Few independent Baptists from the United 
States minister in 10-40 countries.  In part, it 
is because of differences in culture, language, 
and extremely difficult economic conditions. 
But the major reason that there are so few 
missionaries is that governments and its citi-
zens are hostile toward Christians and all 
Americans.    
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Clearly, we’re at a disadvantage, and if we are 
to reach the 10-40 window for Christ, we are 
going to need partnerships with national pas-
tors and indigenous ministries in that region. 
 
That has been the goal of The Carpenter’s 
Project from the beginning. Thus far, more 
than 75% of our projects have been in the 10-
40 corridor partnering with local ministries. 
 
In this issue, we want to introduce you to a 
new and extremely important project with the 
potential to thrust the Gospel deep into “10-40 
window” countries.  Our prayer is that you 
will join us in reaching the lost for Christ.   
 
Thank you for being “The Carpenter’s 
Friend”. 
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...this gospel…  

shall be preached in all the world  
for a witness unto all nations…  

Matt 24:14 
 
More than 50% of the world’s population lives within the 
10-40 window.  Within this region are 90% of all un-
reached people groups.   
 
In the 10-40 corridor, differences in culture and language, 
and unstable political and economic conditions limit op-
portunities for American missionaries.  Therefore, if this 
area is to be reached for Christ, we must encourage and 
assist indigenous ministries. 
 
The Carpenter’s Project has established three strategic 
partnerships.  In the countries of Ethiopia, India, and 
Myanmar we work with Bible colleges and institutes train-
ing and assisting men who are planting churches in East 
Africa and Asia.  At present, we are assisting seven pio-
neer pastors from these schools plant new churches in 
Muslim and Hindu communities.   
 
Historically, the majority of our building projects have 
been in 10-40 window countries 
through  these three key partner-
ships.   

Visit   www.TheCarpentersProject.org  - A new look with new content.    

But there is one country with even greater potential for evan-
gelizing 10-40 countries than any other.  That country is the 
Philippines.  
 
The Philippines is situated just off the coast of Southeast Asia. 
Filipinos are brown skinned, of Asian descent, and they are 
adaptable to the culture and lifestyle of mainland Asia and Pa-
cific Basin countries.   
 
Unlike most other areas of the region, communication with  
Filipino ministries is not an issue.  The Philippines is the only 
10-40 country where English is the official language.  But more 
importantly, God is raising up a small army of Christian work-
ers among the 3200 vibrant, evangelistic, missions-minded 
Baptist churches on the islands.   
 
For the past few years, we’ve been praying that God will lead 
us to a ministry somewhere in the Philippines dedicated to pre-
paring men and women for service as evangelists, missionaries 
and church planters. 
 
Recently The Carpenter’s Project was approached by a group 
of Filipino churches requesting our help to establish a Bible 
college in Manila. 
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This inquiry to help Filipino churches establish a Bible 
College came to us through Pastor Lito Avila whom we 
have known for several years. 
 
He is a graduate of Asia Baptist Bible College and has 
pastored a growing church for 18 years.  He has taught at 
his alma mater, and in a Bible institute in his local church.    
 
Pastor Avila is widely known among the Filipino pastors 
fellowship.  They are aware of his passion to prepare men 
for evangelism and church planting. 

Brother Avila believes that a new Bible college, directed by 
Filipinos, can be fully supported as a missionary project by 
the independent Baptist churches within 50 miles of Manila. 
 
His vision is to prepare Filipino men and women to reach lost 
souls and start independent Baptist churches throughout the 
Asian and Pacific Basin countries. 
  
Pastor Avila has asked The Carpenter’s Project to help him 
obtain materials for constructing classrooms, an office, and 
library in an industrial building they intend to lease.  
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Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields;  
for they are white already to harvest.  

John 4:35 
 

Metro-Manila, with a population of nearly 12 million, is a 
major commercial, maritime, and financial center in the Pa-
cific region.  Manila is centrally located among nearly 2 
billion non-Christians who live in neighboring Buddhist and 
Muslim nations.  
 
There are more than 250 independent Baptist churches in the 
Manila area.  Many of those churches operate small Bible 

institutes for men and women surrendered to full time minis-
try.  They form the nucleus of a corps of missionary candi-
dates uniquely adaptable to the economies and culture of the 
Asian-Pacific region.    
 
However, these Bible institutes usually provide only a cer-
tificate program.  Better training is needed to produce the 
highest quality men.   
 
To accelerate the spread of the Gospel into the Asia-Pacific 
region, an academically solid, unified missionary training 
center must be provided for these men and women.  

Visit   www.TheCarpentersProject.org  - A new look with new content. 
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The potential to train a regiment of missionaries and pio-
neer pastors through a Bible college that is operated and 
supported by the Baptist churches in the Philippines is 
exciting.  As far as we know, there is no other independent 
Baptist college operating in the Philippines today that is 
truly indigenous and self-supporting. 
 
The Filipino leadership has named the school the Inde-
pendent Baptist College of Asia-Pacific.  Their goal is to 
begin instruction in mid-2010 in a facility able to handle up 
to 120 students that offers an accredited four year program.  
There will be no dormitories nor food services.  All students 
will commute daily to classes, work part-time locally, and 
pay nominal tuition and book fees. 
 
The leadership is seeking the support of The Carpenter’s 
Project during the college’s construction phase to adapt a 
building in an industrial office complex into classrooms, 
library and offices.  They estimate a cost of $40,000 in ma-
terials and expenses.    
 
We have responded by giving them a 50-40 Challenge.  If 
they obtain monthly missionary support from 50 Filipino 
churches and receive 40 preliminary applications for enroll-
ment by September 2009, we will commit to the project. 
 
They have accepted the challenge and will begin contacting 
churches in their country this month. 
 
Now, we are challenging our readers to join with us.  
We’re asking those of you who are able to pledge $2,500, 
or $5,000, or any other amount to prayerfully consider help-
ing us in this project.  At this time, we do not want your 
gifts.  We simply want your promise. 

Unless and until Pastor Lito Avila is able to secure 50 sup-
porting churches in metro-Manila plus 40 applications from 
prospective students, we only want your pledge of support. 
 
In September, we’ll travel to Manila, meet with the college’s 
leadership, talk to several of their supporting churches, con-
duct a preliminary site survey and do a final review of the 
remodeling costs for the classrooms.   
 
Then, we will report our findings to everyone who pledged 
their financial support.  If all benchmarks are met, we’ll ask 
you to send your pledge by December 31, 2009.  
 
In appreciation of your participation, a plaque will be dis-
played in the reception area of the college naming all who 
contribute $100 or more toward the school’s formation.  
Those who contribute $2,500 or more, will receive a plaque 
commemorating their support in the startup expenses of the 
college.  And for those making gifts of $5,000 or more, the 
library or one of the classrooms will be named in remem-
brance of the donor. 
 
This is an opportunity for you to invest in the harvest that 
will be continue until the Lord comes.  If He tarries, gradu-
ates of this college have the potential to reach thousands who 
may otherwise never hear the Gospel.   
 
Will you join us in this important project?  Please let us 
know if you have any questions or wish to make a pledge.  
Our contact information is listed on page 1.  

 

And he (Jesus) said unto them,  
I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also:  

for therefore am I sent.  
)�*	��+�,  

�������



�

�������

-������#���.�"%�
/�������"	��

���
�
�	�'������

0��	
��	���-��121��

���������	
�����
�����
���������	
�����
�����
���������	
�����
�����
���������	
�����
�����
� ���
 �
��

	�!���������

����������!����
����"�����

������	$��	��	��$�����	���	
���
�'���	
�#��'�)�#��
 � �!�	�
������2�3����)��*��������0��	
��	���-��121��

4#����+�5��������-�"	����)�!	����6������

4'	�����+�(	7����-�����"���4�"	������8�'�������0	�� 9�����

4���+����������	��(���'���
�'!�
�����
���

 ���
��"�����	������� �

4����
	�	�
	��� �������(��������

��������	/����"	���
�

	�� ���	����"�
��	
This congregation was formed in a strong Buddhist neighborhood in Yan-
gon 15 years ago.  They used rented buildings for worship services, but 
once landlords discovered they were holding church services, they would 
be evicted.  After being forced to move for the 12th time, Pastor Sen 
Hmung approached the Carpenter’s Project asking for assistance.   
 
This summer a two story building was completed and now they have a 
place of their own.  The building is situated on a hillside with the main 
entrance and auditorium on the second floor.  Classrooms are downstairs 
on the first floor. 
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...and Jacob called the name of the place 
Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, 

and my life is preserved...�
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